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Religion in the 21st Century

The present time looks menacing for Christianity.
Unquestionably it is losing ground in a double sense:
proportionally and in volume of faith. This applies to
all sections of it including the Catholic Church. The
eccentric notion seems to prevail that the supernatural
must conform to the natural as if the latter were superior.
If a doctrine cannot be justified on intellectual grounds,
it may be put aside. Under this head all the primary
Christian doctrines would be regarded as untenable. This
would wipe out the traditional Christian Church which is
a miraculous institution, a thing of faith.

The Christian Graph Now Descending
The commission of the apostles was that they were to go
to the ends of the earth and present the Gospel to every
man. The inference contained was that it would in fact be
preached over the whole world and that the majority of
mankind would accept it. Some of the disciples believed
this would be accomplished very soon for they thought the
end of the earth to be near. Over a long period of centuries
this seemed to be working out. Christianity steadily
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advanced. Europe, which constituted the influential
centre of the world, became Christian. I think that the
statistics, which were based on guesswork for most of the
world, declared that at one time forty per cent of it was
Christian. At a point this figure began to descend. The
official figure for Catholicism today is sixteen per cent.
If the graph which has obtained for some time passed be
maintained, Catholicism will have shrunk to five per cent
by the year 2000 without visible prospect of improvement.

Of course this does not mean that the actual number
of Christians is diminishing, but only their proportion to
the total population of the world. This has not altered
the menace of the position, which is that the supposition
that Christianity would eventually absorb most of the
world population has not been justified. When the 21st
Century dawns, only twenty four years away, the prospect
of Christianity as a world-force will be at a low ebb.

The Other Religions to Fare even Worse
But still worse, I would say, would be the prospects of the
other formal religions; such as judaism, Islam, Hinduism,
and Buddhism. The two latter have no philosophic
substance. Hinduism suffers from having too many strange
gods; Buddhism has too few - in point of fact none; it
is not a Deism. These religions could not withstand the
blow-lamp of clever materialistic thought which will be
turned on them by the diffusion of education which will
be a feature of the century we are considering.

What about Islam, which of late has been the fastest
growing religion in the world and which has already twice
in history offered a military threat to Europe? I would not
be impressed by its religious prospects. It is an amalgam
of Iudaism, Christianity and local lore. Its holy book, the
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Koran, bears no sort of comparison to the New Testament.
I have been through it many times and I have found no
elevating note in it and not a trace of inspiration. In private
conversation individual Moslems will admit as much.
Kemal Ataturk, the Turkish leader, said that Islam was a
blighting force. I am convinced that the influences which
will reign in the 21st Century will prove too much for Islam.

The Jews exhibit the most melancholy picture of all,
faith in a personal Messiah and even in God having entered
into an almost total eclipse. At the moment they seem to
be a supreme anomaly, a people with the mark of destiny
still written on them and yet without the slightest hope of
achieving it within themselves. As a religious force in the
next century they can be written off completely though
they will continue to live on.

An up-ta-date manifestation has been the zeal shown
by the American fringe religions, in particular the jehovah
Witnesses and the Mormons. Every land is today the scene
of their missionary efforts and they are definitely growing.
Does the future lie in their hands? I could not possibly
think so. They contradict too many of the things which we
would expect to find in revealed truth. Their origins were
unsatisfactory, in fact sinister. Their originators were below
par and, as Augustine Birrell said: 'We like our religious
reformers to be saints.' Their doctrines are alien to good
sense. For instance their idea of the future life would be
perilously near to our idea of Hell. We cannot discern in
their adherents what we could truly call a spirituality. It is
not possible to make a guess as to their eventual fate. Will
they even last into the 21st Century?

The foregoing effort at valuation appears to point to
Christianity as the only thinkable exponent of revealed
religion in future centuries.
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