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Religion in the 21st Century

The present time looks menacing for Christianity.
Unquestionably it is losing ground in a double sense:
proportionally and in volume of faith. This applies to
all sections of it including the Catholic Church. The
eccentric notion seems to prevail that the supernatural
must conform to the natural as if the latter were superior.
If a doctrine cannot be justified on intellectual grounds,
it may be put aside. Under this head all the primary
Christian doctrines would be regarded as untenable. This
would wipe out the traditional Christian Church which is
a miraculous institution, a thing of faith.

The Christian Graph Now Descending

The commission of the apostles was that they were to go
to the ends of the earth and present the Gospel to every
man. The inference contained was that it would in fact be
preached over the whole world and that the majority of
mankind would accept it. Some of the disciples believed
this would be accomplished very soon for they thought the
end of the earth to be near. Over a long period of centuries
this seemed to be working out. Christianity steadily
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advanced. Europe, which constituted the influential
centre of the world, became Christian. I think that the
statistics, which were based on guesswork for most of the
world, declared that at one time forty per cent of it was
Christian. At a point this figure began to descend. The
official figure for Catholicism today is sixteen per cent.
If the graph which has obtained for some time passed be
maintained, Catholicism will have shrunk to five per cent
by the year 2000 without visible prospect of improvement.

Of course this does not mean that the actual number
of Christians is diminishing, but only their proportion to
the total population of the world. This has not altered
the menace of the position, which is that the supposition
that Christianity would eventually absorb most of the
world population has not been justified. When the 21st
Century dawns, only twenty four years away, the prospect
of Christianity as a world-force will be at a low ebb.

The Other Religions to Fare even Worse

But still worse, I would say, would be the prospects of the
other formal religions; such as Judaism, Islam, Hinduism,
and Buddhism. The two latter have no philosophic
substance. Hinduism suffers from having too many strange
gods; Buddhism has too few - in point of fact none; it
is not a Deism. These religions could not withstand the
blow-lamp of clever materialistic thought which will be
turned on them by the diffusion of education which will
be a feature of the century we are considering.

What about Islam, which of late has been the fastest
growing religion in the world and which has already twice
in history offered a military threat to Europe? I would not
be impressed by its religious prospects. It is an amalgam
of Judaism, Christianity and local lore. Its holy book, the
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